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HE trueft ſigns of a cond rent 
ftian, is his voluntary receiving 
the Lord Jeſus into his heart, 
Atts 11.23. and the total Refig- 

- nation of the heart unto hi, Fer.30-21- 

2. How many would fain bave Chrift for 


Is 


| 
: - 


Rion preſſes, or Death ares them in the Face ? 

But how few will chuſe him for their Portion 

and happineſs, in the midſt of their outward 
Proſperity ? 

3. The Life of Manis a narrow Bridge, or 
Precipice, on which the Walls betwixt two E- 

i ternities ; the one of Kappineſs, the other of Mi-. 
ſery. Lord grant me fuch a meaſure of thy 
Grace , andFaith in my Saviours ſufterings, as 
may over-poiſe, or weigh my Soul into the firſt, 


their Refuge, when Conſcience pinches, AMi- : 
9”. th : | them , and all other Oppoſitions in my courſe 
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12. Tt is not the almoſt, but altogether Chri- 
ſti in (hall be ſaved. 

13. The life of Man is a continual Warfare , 
and the prize we ftrugle foris Heaven : Lord 
give me ſuch a Portion of thy Grace , and Faith 
in Chriſt, that thoupghthe World, the fleſh, and 
the Devil ſtand in my way, I my ruſh through 


thither, 
14, The carnal Man may flout , and ſcoff at 


other will have his time of Laughter roo, P/al. 
435+ | 
= Had the Primitive Chriftians been jeared 
out of their Religion, we whoare Chriſtians 
now had not known what that Namemeant. 

16, There are none who contemnReligion in 
their Life-time,bur would willingly retract that 


the ſpiritual Man, but let himremember the 


-_ 


| Reverend Divine T. VINCENT, = 


Who departed this Life the 15th of Offober, 1678. 
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crite, compared with his,who out of an humble 
ſenſe of his own wants prays for nothing bur 
what he really deſires, and with a ftedfaſt Faith 
hopes he ſhall obtain. | 

27. Leta Man benever ſo happy, ifhe be 
not holy, he is certainly miſerable, 

28. God Almighty uſes various means for 
our Converſion, his mercies are as Apples to in- 
viteus, and his afflitions Scourges to drive us 
to Eternal happineſs. Lord grant that we miy be 
tempted to run to thee by the one, 2nd affright- 
- from every thing that is contrary by the 0- 
ther. 

29, | herc's no wicked Man but deſires God- 
ly Children, which plainly demonſtrates that it 
is not his Opinion but his habi:uated PraRices , 
which contrary to his Judgment draw him ins © 
2 continued commillion of Sin, ; 


that ſo 1 may avoid the latter. 
4. It is a Prerogative which few that have it ; 
and none that have it not,can tcl] how to priſe, 


17. Itis a ſad thing to be religious too late 3 
- [ Tobe born under the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ]| to bave their Lamps to fill, when they ſhould 
- . 


L isz,zre Heavenly Op- | be letin. : IR Oo 
portunities, and we never ſee o Vrobed-p 18. As certainly every naturaiMan has a+ime— 
2s when we behold him in that Divine Looking- |.to dye, ſo ſurely tas izzal[Man a ſeaſon. 
Glaſs. appointed him for his Converſion : Lord grant 

' 6, The bleſſed Jeſus. by the bright Exam- | that we may all cf us till be ſtanding on our 
ple of his holy Life , has leſt us ſo perfet a| Guard, fince like that of Death we know not 

Pattern of Piety , that he will be found without when that hour may come, 
Excuſe at the lt Day , who does not indea-| 19+ There is ſcarcely any thing ſo ſure as 
vour to imitate him, Death,unleſsit be that certain Judgment which 

7. There are few Men Atheifts , but many attends it, : 
that would be ſo. It is not their Belief, but | 20, Hewho would dye with caſe, muſt live 
their Guilt, that would perſwade them there is | with care, 

'no God : ſo that though for a while they may | 21. AsChriſt is the way to Heaven,fo a carefu] 
brazen out a vicious Converſation , yet when | CircumſpeRion about the Duticsof Religion is 
Death comes, it always awakes them to an ac- | the way to Chriſt, : 
knowledgment of a Deity. - 22, He who truly loves God ) will love thoſe 

9. It is no wonder that the Carnal Man ſa- | Duties alſo God requires of him: and by this 
voureth not the things which are ſpiritual + be- Sign the Lord meaſurcs our integiity, 1 Kings 
cauſe he is not ſpiritually inclin'd, nor (without | 2.4+ EE 
the benefit of Regeneration ) indeed can fo be.| 23, But the Hypocrite is quiteanother Man, 

9. There is no Man fo religious, but he may |like a lazie Scholar to a hard ChiPter, he skips 
be more religious : Lord let me not efteem my | over the Duties , and makes notding of them ; 
ſelf for what I do for thee , but by what I do | whereas the well-rayght Schola! ſpells them, 

'-not dofor thee, that ſo if my poor performan- | that is , takes pains with them , knd will rather 
ces ſhould at any time raiſe me, my omiſſions | venture a whipping than omir thed, | 
may reduce me to an acknowledgment of my | 24+ He who lives without fin, ſhall dye with. 
weakneſs, | out ſorrow 3 but he that delights iniquity will 

/ 10. Since Heaven is even our greateſt expe- | be miſerable in the end, Prov.15.8. 3 

| . ation of happineſs, we ought to indeavourto| 25. No Muſickis ſo ſweer to men, 2s Sincere 

' make ſure of it,even at this very JunRvure whilſt | Prayers are to God : The holy Man delights to 

it is called to day;for when the night of old-age, | pray , and the holy God delights to hear him, | 

with its train of Diſtempers, comes, we ſhall be | The Prayer of the upright 5s his delight. 34. In the wholeProgrels of my Life I found 
unfit for ſuch an undertaking, 26, As amongſt Men there is a vaſt difference | al my indeavours towards an afſurance of my 
11, Did all Men know the Calrs , and hap- | berween the forma) note of 2N old Beggar , and | Salvation ineffectual, till I had, by a firm Faith, 
pineſs of a pious lite , there's no Man would be | the ſenſible cryes of him that is balf Rarv'd , ſo | apply'd Chriſt and his promiſesto my Soul, af. 
irreligious. : withGod there is a far greater difference betwen | ter which 1 through mercy obrain'd that inward 
the heartleſs Prayersof a ſuperſtitiovs Hypo- | contentment which now I would net part with 

for ten thouſand worlds, | 


3c. It is to no ſmallglory of God andhis 
Goſpel,that the greateſt Sinners, when ſenbſile 
of their approaching end , become the greateſt 
Penitents, So {luggith is the incounſiderate Na- 
-orat Tan, Ih nothing by by 
him from his bed of Sig,and nothing buc the im- 
mediate thoughts of Judgment put him in mind 
of eternel Flames, ANTE 

31. Heaven is a Jewel which we muft by no 
means complement withal; we muſt nor only 
bid for it but buy ir,and that atany rate, though 
it coſt us our lives; for who would not wil- 
lingly fry in temporal flamcs on Earth, on con- 
dition he ſhovld enjoy Eternal felicity with the 
bleſſed in Heaven hereafter ? | 

32, Ah! the ſweet fatisfaRion and incompa- 
rable content a pocr Chriſtian enjoys in the ſe- 
rious performance of his: Religious Duties ! 
there's nothing on Farth can parallel it ; no- 
thing under: the Sun be likened to ir. - Not any 
thing on this ſide Heaven reſembles it, It is x 
caſte of God, andearneſt of Heaven : Or 2 
ſymptom of that bleſſed fatisfaRion which ſan- 
ified ſouls, and none other, ſhall for ever here- 
after undifturbedly enjay, 

. 33- In your publick Devotion beware of x 
prejudiced Spirit againſt your Teacher , if you 
once diſtaſte his Perſon, you can never reliſh 
his Doftrine. The beſt of Miniſters are lizhle 
toprejudice, evcn that Palhmony Hamadabber, 
Dan,8. 13. Chriſt himſelf was cavilled at oy / 
nct this the (arpenter ? and can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth? If this did befal 
the green tree, what muſt the dry exp:  - 


Implety at their Deaths. 
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